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sion, ‘‘ Drive them from me,’’ said she, ‘‘ make them
go away.”’ Those present tried to make us believe
that it was not of us that she spoke, but that some dogs
that were around her annoyed her. One of her sis-
ters did her a very ill turn on this occasion, for she
was partly the cause of her obduracy. Hers was a
greatly perverted mind; she had often informed the
Father Superior that she did not like his discourses
upon Baptism. Among other times one day when
he was representing to the sick woman that she had
to choose the place whither she desired to go after
death, and was urging her strongly to make a final
decision, ‘‘ My brother,”” said she, ‘‘thou hast no
sense; it is not yet time,—she will decide upon that
when she is dead.”” I do not know what fate God is
reserving for her; but her husband and one of her
daughters died also without Baptism, some time
afterwards. Asto the husband, [92] we can only have
recourse to the just judgments of this divine Provi-
dence, for otherwise he seemed to be a tolerably good
Savage. In the beginning of his illness, I had visited
him, in the absence of the Father Superior, and had
gone away very well satisfied. He testified to me
then that he was well content to be baptized, but
there had been as yet no probability of it. The
Father Superior, having returned, found him in the
same mind up to the eve of his death; nevertheless,
as there was yet no apparent danger, he judged it
wise to defer his Baptism until the next day. But
death anticipated us; we were greatly astonished in
the morning when we heard the cabin resound with
lamentations. As to his daughter, it was, in my
opinion, through a righteous chastisement of God
that she was deprived of the grace of Baptism. Two



